Sequoia Elementary School

Title I Parental Involvement Policy

Sequoia Elementary School has jointly developed with and distributed to parents of participating students the following written Title I parental involvement policy.  The policy has been agreed on by parents of title I students and describes the means for carrying out the following Title I parental involvement requirements:

(Title/Parental Involvement, 20 USC 6318 [a]-[f])

Policy Involvement

Sequoia Elementary School carries out the following legal requirements in the manner described below:

1. Convene an annual meeting to inform parents of participating students of the requirements of Title I and their rights to be involved

· Completed during Back to School Night, PTA meeting, Fall Festival, Open House Night, a Family Involvement Event, or another school wide activity.
2. Offer a flexible number of meetings

· Sequoia holds the following types of meetings throughout the school year to solicit parent involvement.
i. Back to School Night
ii. PTA meetings
iii. Fall Festival
iv. Open House Night
v. Family Involvement Nights (such as Family Movie Nights, Family Reading Nights, etc.)
vi. School Site Council Meetings
vii. English Learner Advisory Council Meetings
3. Involve parents of participating students in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of its Title I programs and Title I parental involvement policy 

4. Provide parents of participating students with timely information about Title I programs

· Sequoia communicates with parents and families using the follow methods:
i. School Newsletters
ii. PTA newsletters
iii. Oral Presentations at School wide events
iv. Connect-ED automated phone calling system
v. Participation in School Site Council Meetings
vi. Participation in English Learner Advisory Council Meetings
vii. Participation in writing the Single Plan for Student Achievement School Site Plan
5. Provide parents of participating students with an explanation of curriculum, academic assessment, and proficiency levels students are expected to meet
· Sequoia holds the following types of meetings throughout the school year to inform parents and families about the academic programs and expectations of the school:
i. Back to School Night
ii. Parent/Teacher Conferences
iii. Family Reading Night
iv. Open House Night
v. School Site Council Meetings
vi. English Learner Advisory Council Meetings
6. Provide parents of participating students, if requested, with opportunities with regular meetings to participate in decisions relating to the education of their children

“If a school has in place a process for involving parents in the joint planning and design of the school’s program, the school may use that process, if such process includes an adequate representation of parents of participating children.” (20 USC 6318 [c][3])

Shared Responsibilities for Sequoia Elementary School’s Academic Achievement

Sequoia Elementary School has jointly developed with and distributed to parents of participating students a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the California content standards.  The compact describes the following items in addition to items added by parents of Title I students. (A copy of the compact is attached to this policy.)

1. The school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction

2. The parents’ responsibility to support their children’s learning

3. The importance of ongoing communication between parents and teachers through, at a minimum, annual conferences, reports on student progress, access to staff, and opportunities to volunteer and participate in and observe the educational program.

Building Capacity for Involvement

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among Sequoia Elementary School, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement; Sequoia Elementary School carries out the following legal requirements in the manner described below:
1. Assist parents in understanding academic content and achievement standards and assessments and how to monitor and improve the achievement of their children.

· Sequoia holds the following types of meetings throughout the school year to inform parents and families about the academic programs and expectations of the school:
i. Back to School Night
ii. Parent/Teacher Conferences
iii. Family Reading Night
iv. Open House Night
v. School Site Council Meetings
vi. English Learner Advisory Council Meetings
vii. Student Success Team Meetings
2. Provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s achievement.

· Sequoia provides the following types of materials and trainings throughout the school year to inform parents and families about how they can help their children’s academic achievement:
i. Regular Teacher Feedback on student academic progress
ii. Standard Based Report Cards three times a year
iii. Parent/Teacher Conferences
iv. Family Reading Night, parent academic participation table
v. School Site Council Meetings/Trainings
vi. English Learner Advisory Council Meetings/Trainings
3. Educate staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value of parent contributions and how to work with parents as equal partners.

· Sequoia provides the following activities and trainings throughout the school year to inform staff on the value of parent contributions and how to work with parents as equal partners:
i. Parent Involvement Committee sponsored activities
ii. PTA meetings/events
iii. Parent/Teacher Conferences
iv. Family Reading Night, parent academic participation table
v. School Site Council Meetings/Trainings

vi. English Learner Advisory Council Meetings/Trainings
4. Coordinate and integrate parental involvement with other programs and conduct activities that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children.

5. Distribute information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities to parents of participating students in a formal and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents understand.

6. Provide support for parental involvement activities requested by parents.

Accessibility
Sequoia Elementary School, to the extent practicable, provides full opportunities for the participating of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory students including providing information and school reports in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents of Title I students understand.

